BREEDING IS AN ART AND A SCIENCE

    Knowledge to understanding the "Standard"

1. Success at visualizing and understanding what the words of the Standard           mean.  Correlate this to your basic knowledge of Anatomy and the Physical Laws.  The Standard is your "blueprint".

2. To understand the breed standard and develop your eye, know how your breed prioritizes virtues and faults.  Read all interpretative articles on the Standard and learn the anatomy of your dog!!

a. An important part of acquiring an "eye for a dog" and applying the breed standard rests on understanding the difference between breed type and style.  A dog's breed type is defined by its breed standard, which is the written description of the ideal dog.

b. Type is to be distinguished from style.  Style is how a "breeder" interprets the standard and artistically expresses various elements of breed type in the dog he/she breeds.  EXAMPLE:  If a standard defines as having "more bone, size…because breeders differ on their interpretation of "more bone, size considered," the amount of bone seen in dogs often varies, resulting in more than one style…

3. As breeders expand their knowledge of the breed, they should be developing a picture of the ideal dog they are trying to breed.                                                                                                   

You Need a Logical Method for Evaluating the Dog

1. The brain must be taught to apply all your resources to become Automatic in coming to the correct conclusions.

2. Go from "left to right" to visually scan for traits and their compliance to the Standard.  We're taught to organize information like this.

3. The more you know and study and are self-taught, the more you'll see and be aware of the details of the dog's structure and movement.

a. All dogs "look alike" in the beginning learning process

b. We start with a general silhouette

c. We progress to noticing all the minute details of structure

d. Some will Never be aware of all that's there to see because they lack "knowledge of the basics"

Learn about the many bloodlines in the breed--

a. There are good dogs produced from ALL the various lines

b. Numbers of Champions and success of certain lines depend basically on the numbers of breeders using a particular sire or line.

c. Don't discount a line with lesser members of Champions being produced…look for the "percentages whenever possible for the True figures.

d. Get all available Rottweiler books/magazines subscriptions…LOOK…COMPARE familiarize yourself with the various pedigrees.

e. Go on www.pawvillage.com for studying many of the Rottweiler pedigrees.

Decide on the "STYLE" of the "CORRECT, IDEAL" image of the STANDARD that you are drawn to--realize that breeding always for the Standard will be your goal as a breeder--never allowing "trends, fashion or sentiment" to interfere with your breeding decisions.

Trust Heredity and Genetics!!!

a. Probability is the basics of GENETICS

b. Understand that for the great majority of breedings, starting with "QUALITY STRONG PRODUCING SIRE LINES AND MATERNAL FAMILIES will prove--the Rottweiler you see, his "PHENOTYPE" will be what the Rottweiler carries in his Genetic package, his "GENOTYPE".

c. To produce a strain of good ones, you must carry out a degree of line-breeding

1. Line-breeding is a gathering of lines leading back in three or four generations to a known good dog or bitch or very often to one or two good dogs and bitches, with the rest of the pedigree filled with outcross names.  This is the best method of all, SO LONG AS YOU are SURE of the goodness of the chosen dog or bitch to which your are line breeding.

a. But there is a danger if you merely know this dog/bitch by name and not personally, because it may have had a fault such as entropion or cataracts which you did not know about.

2. Out Crossing--when outcrossing you introduce a dog that contains none of your own strain whatsoever and none or very few of the names appearing in your bitch's four generation pedigree.

3. In-Breeding --so long as you know your own line, but even then has its dangers.  This is mating the animal to one of its own immediate ancestors without introducing any fresh blood at all.  In breeding should only be used by extremely experienced breeders and then only if absolutely necessary.

Exceptions to the "RULES"

There are exceptions to the rules of relying on the "what you see, is what you get"

Not the norm but do arise occasionally.

a. The fabulous near perfect sire/dam that can't produce.

b. The decent, but very average sire/dam that can produce

Neither of these animals should be incorporated into a breeding program.  The GOAL of successful breeding program should be the reliability that you will get the offspring/progeny that LOOK and REPRODUCE what they are themselves..generation after generation…over time.

The primary goal of the successful breeder is to START with a good, sound, typey well bred bitch, that possesses minimal physical faults.  No temperament faults, strong producing sire line and a maternal family that shows reliability for producing good dogs over time.

SELECTION OF BREEDING STOCK

]The very first thing to remember is "everyone starts out exactly at the same place…knowing nothing, and progressing from there.

1. Be patient, Final decision of a bitch to start with should come after….

a. Self Education of Anatomy and Physiology (What a structure is and what is does)!

Read about Canine Structure…canine movement….Learn!!

Work Hard to educate yourself!

Get Video's about structure and movement…use every avenue available to you to study the make up of the Rottweiler

b. Find a MENTOR locally, if possible--do not expect someone to teach you about something they have never done themselves.

c. Study the Standard!!!  Use your acquired education to learn what the "IDEAL" Rottweiler should look like, act like, move like and work like--Study hard!!  Use the CD by Judge Faye Strauss to develop your "EYE" to learn to recognize a good Rottweiler Structurally.

d. Go to as many large shows as possible--the more the better…to observe.  Developing your OBSERVATIONAL SKILLS is imperative to learn to SEE what you've studied on the LIVE dog.

e. The National Specialty every year is a MUST for the future breeder--Even though it can be difficult, there is no other place you can see Hundreds of Rottweilers in one place being judged.

f. All these above exercises are to develop your "eye" and to increase your knowledge base.

BREEDING DOGS IS UNLIKE "OTHER"LIVESTOCK BREEDING VENUES

1. Selection for one or two predominant traits is very simple and yields High success rates

2. Dogs have hundreds of traits that we are trying to breed for all at the same time…consequently there is a very low success rate!

a. the more traits to Control/Manipulate equals consistent failure.

SUCESSFUL LONG TERM BREEDING, GRADING and EXHIBITING

1. Don’t mentor with someone who's NEVER been where you want to go!

(Work with a knowledgeable mentor who can literally place your hands on various parts of a dog's anatomy and expertly guide you through many aspects of evaluating a dog's physical make-up

2. Seek mentors who have long term, continued success generation after generation

3. Success means operating at the "Top of the Pyramid"

4. Quantity and numbers of Champions/Working Titles Do not always reflect True Success.

Good Breeder

     To evolve to being a good breeder is that the first step is to raise your plateau.  Ring Side judging, (in which we all do).

We sit there and mentally place the exhibits in the ring…almost always by fault-judging. Don’t get me wrong..in ones own kennel it is very necessary).

But when sitting at the ringside, any faults stand out and the ringside has usually only learned the basic faults.  Listening to an average bunch of ringsiders talking amongst themselves without looking to see if they are right is a big millstone round the neck of the potentially good breeder-to-be.  These ideas are taken as correct and from that moment on the viewpoint of the listener may be fixed forever.

Thus the ringsider breeds middle-range exhibits and the difference between the good dog with an obvious failing, and the mediocre dog with nothing much wrong to put your finger on, may never be learned.

The easy-to-spot fault such as cow hocks will from the ringside or even in their own kennel condemn a dog, while the much more difficult fault to see, tied in elbows, will pass unnoticed, as does the  upright shoulder bone….will actually raise the placing of the exhibit because it leads to an appearance of "presence" in the front…  The dog with a high-stepping action is often held to be a great mover and the dog with a lot of hock action at the trot is said to drive on well behind…Not noticed is that, far from covering the ground well, the hind-foot is not dropping into the slot left by the front foot as it should really to cover the ground.

Now it comes to fault-judging in your own kennel

You must be very much more severe.

A show dog may be a great dog with a failing or two and you recognize it to be the best in spite of these.  But in your own kennel these failings if ignored will crop up time and again and drive you to desperation.  A bad fault must be penalized either in the ring or at home, because however good the dog that carries it, when used a stud, with most of his visiting bitches pretty average, the resulting puppies will nearly always be slightly less good than the dog.  In your kennel you can breed out a failing very easily, darkening your eye color or getting smaller ears, but the very real fault will set you back for years.  So at home you must always fault-judge and must also recognize the failings and get them out.

The good breeders will show a faulty dog that is good in other ways, the "top" breeder's dog will not have any basic faults, although it would be a saint indeed if it didn't have the odd failing.  And added to the high standards of the "top" breeders dog it will also have the balance, beauty, quality, soundness and "finish" that are the hallmark of a "top" breeder.

Breeding:

Some Additive Traits:

1. Gait

2. Shoulder Angulation

3. Hip Structure

4. Temperament  (nervousness, aggression)

With many additive traits, what you see is what you get, so breeding for these traits can be more predictable.

Pay particular attention to a dog's front and rear angulation, gait and temperament.  There is a good chance he/she will pass a lot of what you see on to offspring.

BREEDING GOOD SHOULDERS:

Because they are additive traits, basically "what you see is what you get" with regard to things like fronts, rears and gait.  To breed good shoulders, for example start with a linebred bitch who has good shoulders.  She should (also preferably linebred), who has proven his ability to produce good shoulders.  If your foundation stock is straight-shouldered, you will have little chance of improving shoulders, especially if you linebreed oon your straight shouldered animal.

ADDITIVE TRAITS ARE MORE HIGHLY HERITABLE (Heritability is concerned with how much we can attribute a trait's expression to genes rather than to the environment.

Heritability  is classified as:

a. Low (20%) or less

b. Medium (30-50%)

c. High (over 50%)           Heritability is important in determining the worth of a pedigree

Low Heritability:  Reproductive Capabilites, such as litter size, number of live puppies, fertility, semen quality.

Medium to High Heritability:  Includes the majority of conformational traits like forequarters, shoulders, forearm, foreleg, feet, topline, neck length, back, loin, body length, geight, mmovement, pigmentation and coat color.  Nervousness and temperament are listed at 50%.

GENETICS    TOOLS

A puppy may resemble its grandparents and carry a concentration of their genes.

No matter how beautiful the parents, they will always produce some inferior puppies

Recessive genes are not all bad--they also include good angles and movement

Research suggests that some polygenic traits bordering on medium to high heritablity include temperament, front leg assembly, neck, top line, chest width and depth, wither height and front feet.

SELECTING A STUD DOG:

Requirements

1. Linebred

2. From a High quality line of show stock

3. Meets the breed standard

SEEK OUT

1. Good temperament

2. Good Health

3. Correct front and shoulders

4. Balance

5. Correct bone

6. Correct neck

FAULTS THAT CAN BE BRED OUT

1. Heads

2. Coat and size

3. General Style

AVOID!!

1. Short neck

2. Steep or loaded shoulders

3. Wide Front

4. Bad tail set

5. Nervousness/aggression

Because males may be bred to numerous bitches, their potential impact on a breed as a whole is far more expansive.  THEY SHOULD BE healthy and be as close to         the                                                                                                                                                                                  breed standard as possible.            

1. Don't automatically breed to the top winning dog of the day or the stud dog of a breeder friend, unless it's warranted.

2. Do look at what he has already produced

3. Don't breed to a dog just because he has a lower stud fee or it's convenient to get to him

4. Don't breed to a relative thinking you will get the same genes as a favored stud dog.

5. Do request health scores on stud's ancestors for all important defects in the breed.

6. Consider studs based on appearance and on how they compliment good and bad traits in your bitch.

7. If the stud was bred to bitches related to yours, evaluate the offspring

8. Get health scores on studs.  If unavailable, remove the stud from list       

SHOULDER ANGULATION

One of the most challenging traits for breeders concerns correct shoulder angulation in their dogs.  Several factors contribute to this problem.

1. It is not uncommon for some long time breeders to have never been taught how to evaluate shoulder angulation.  Reading about correct shoulders differs greatly from actually trying to find the right bones and determining the angulation on a real dog.

2. Although breeders may recognize the need to improve shoulders in their dogs, they might not understand the genetics of the well-laid-back shoulder, which is an additive, polygenic, recessive trait.  In short, they may not know how to solve the problem.  In many breeding programs, straight shoulders have been "fixed" through generations.

SHOULDER ANGULATION PROBLEMS

1. In some dogs, the upper arm is shorter than the shoulder blade, which moves the shoulder assembly too far forward.  In such a case, the forelegs do not support the deepest part of the chest.

2.   Another problem is a shoulder blade that is tilted too far forward, resulting in a shortened neck and lack of forequarter balance.

***NECK:  If the neck on your dog appears shorter than what the breed standard calls for, thenit often means your dog's shoulder blade is at too straight an angle and that the shoulder blade is cutting into the visible length of neck.

To determine the placement of the shoulder assembly, drop a plumb line from the caudal angle of the shoulder blade.  If the upper arm and shoulder blade are of the correct length and almost equal in length, and the plumb line intersects the point of the elbow, then the shoulder assembly will be properly placed.

Each puppy in every litter you breed should be evaluated for ALL IMPORTANT conformation traits as well as health defects

MOVEMENT TRAITS (Use a score from 1 to 5)

a. overall balance

b. shoulder placement

c. shoulder angulation

d. upper arm

e. elbows 

f. forelegs (front view)

g. Hindquarters (rear View)

h. Hock Length

i. Rear Angulation

j. Movement (front view)

k. Movement (rear View)

l. Side movement

m. Outline in motion

Understanding and recognizing the concept of balance is a key to breeding better dogs, and understanding canine anatomy and movement and having a system of scoring traits in a dog are essential to improving a breeding program.          

