Deciding to breed starts out long before you actually do the breeding and have the puppies in the whelping box.

The resulting litter is YOUR responsibility for the rest of the puppy's life.

Ten Questions to Ask Yourself:

1. Have you read & fully understand the Rottweiler breed standard?

a. Do you have a knowledge of:  

b. Balance

c. Substance

d. Type

e. Soundness

2. Have you attended National Rottweiler Specialties-- 

          a.  Speak with knowledgeable breeders and owners.

3. Have you developed an understanding of how the standard is to be applied?

4. Are you able to critique your own dogs--both good and bad?

5. How familiar are you with your dog's pedigree, and knowledge of his/her ancestors?

6. Did you thoroughly research the health problems in you dogs pedigree and in the lines of the mates you are considering for breeding?

7. Do you have knowledge of basic genetics?  What genes are recessive and what genes are dominant?

8. Have you ever observed a Rottweiler litter being graded?  Do you have a mentor who will be honest with you about the litter and be willing to assist you with the breeding and whelping?

9. Do you have a veterinarian experienced with the Rottweiler, and reproduction issues?

10. Do you have GOOD homes for the puppies?  Do you know how to effectively screen homes?  Do you have a written contract for puppy sales?

                                                  EPS

